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H arold Phillip Grooms, 97, passed away in St. Petersburg June 14, 2018 at

Westminster Suncoast. He was preceded in death by his mother, Lora French
Grooms; sister, Mildred Grooms, former wife, Mary Mostert; and wife, Nola

Summers Grooms. Harold is survived by his children, to whom he lovingly referred

as “the Six Gee’s”, Gail and Stephen Lyon of New Jersey, Gay Lora and Stephen
Hardin of Florida, Gary Grooms and Wendy Luck of Florida, Guy and Grace

Grooms of Idaho, Gavin and Sharilyn Grooms of Utah and Gwen and Mike Moore of
New York. He is also survived by 25 grandchildren and 26 great-grandchildren with

two additional on the way. Harold was born in Memphis, Tennessee on May 12, 1921.

As a member of the Greatest Generation, Harold always served other people. He
became a private pilot at the very young age of 16 and he loved flying for many years.

During WWII he used those skills to help train pilots and mechanics in one of the
Army Air Force Base Flying Schools in Alabama. He enjoyed adventures which

included hitchhiking to Mexico as a teenager, because he wanted to see it. After the

war he continued his education at Memphis State University where he received his
teaching degree and taught middle school science and civics. He left teaching in 1953

to better support his young family. His passion for photography led to employment
by the Eastman Kodak Company, where he stayed until his retirement in 1983.

During the years of raising a large family, he worked very hard to give them a good
life. He loved finding ways to keep the children together which included boating in

Western New York where they lived. His children could say of him, he was devoted to

each one of us and no matter what, we always knew he loved us. He has left behind a
great legacy of people, who desire to make the world a better place. He loved and

respected all people, and no one could say he was not a true friend. A memorial
service will be held on October 7, 2018 in Memphis, Tennessee where he will be

interred next to his childhood sweetheart, Nola.Memorial Park Funeral Home and

Obituary Harold Phillip Grooms

Harold Phillip Grooms

PAGE 3 OF 6



Cemetery 5668 Poplar Ave. Memphis, TN 38119. “Celebrating Life…Behind the Stone

Wall”
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Tribute Wall Harold Phillip Grooms

LI Linda posted:

May Jehovah, the “God of all comfort” be with your families during this difficult time. It saddens our

hearts to lose a loved one in death. So one day soon, we will welcome them back (Acts 24:15).

September 23 at 3:45 PM

LJ Laverne D Jones posted:

My heart goes out to your family. Look to God for comfort. He will hear your prayers because he

cares about you. Psalm 65:2; 1 Peter 5:7

September 14 at 6:36 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Harold by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


